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to me, the Church of Rome is not answerable for him. And 
just so with the list of doctrines which Mr. Power asks ns 
to believe are to be found somewhere or other in the works 
of Origen. Whether Origen held these doctrines or no can 
only be decided by qaotations with refereTices from the 
works of Origen. But when we have settled this question 
we shall be no nearer to knowing what the Church believed 
in Origcn's day, for no church is answerable for the opi- 
nions of those whom she rejects as heretics. 

Mr. Power ne.xt gives an extract from Mr. Thomdike's 
writings, for what purpose we cannot at all conceive. We 
readily admit that this extract is more like purgatory than 
anything we can find in the writings of the Fathers of the 
first three centuries. If there had been anything in their 
writings so much to his purpose, we should have had it 
flung in our teeth at least once a month. Epiphanius, when 
asked why he prays for the dead, does not give at all so 
clear an account. But after all, did Mr. Thorndike believe 
in Purgatory ? When Mr. Power says that he " vividly 
sets forth the belief of the Chunth," is he aware 'that Mr. 
ThorntUke notoriously d.d not hold the belief of his Church 
on this subject. We have, in fact, here an example how 
dangerous a thing it is to qnote from a book without read- 
ing it. The passage quoted by Mr. Power is taken from 
a place where Mr. Thorndike is arguing that the early 
Fathers did nut belijuve in Purgatory! and contains his 
explanation why, nevertheless, thfy did pray to the dead. 

A witness in a court of justice who swore that he per- 
fectly knew Job Tomkins, and that he saw him commit a 
murder, when asked to point him out, put his rod on the 
head of the attorney on the other side. Mr. Power's evi- 
dence is just as valuable when he says that he finds Pur- 
gatory in the ^vTitings of the Fathers ; for wherever he 
finds prayers for the dead, he fancies he sees Purgatory ; 
and he is just as successful in finding Purgatory in the 
writings of Mr. Thorndike and Mr. Johnson as in those of 
Bpiphauins and Augustine. 

Lastly, Mr. Power contrasts the practice of the Church 
of England, which, in its burial service, expresses a hope 
that those whom she commits to the grave rest in Christ, 
with that of the Church of lionie, which " refiiscs to pray 
for incorrigible, impenitent sinners." Now, wo believe that 
in this respect there is no material difference between the 
two Churches. We ni:iy as well say that the Church of 
Kiigland does not rend the burial service over *MncorrigiI)le, 
impenitent sinners." But, then, how are we to know that a 
sinner died incorrigible or impenitent ? We confess, in our 
experience, we never heard of any priest refusing money 
when asked to pray for one who died in his communion. 
We have never heard of any jiriest saying, " My good man, 
I cannot liike your money ; I fc.ir it is a bad ca.se ; it would 
be only robbing you to take iimmy for masses for such a 
reprobate as your unck." We believe that, on the con- 
trary, the greater the sinner, the more money and the more 
prayers, he would maintain, were necessary for his repose. 
And we do not think that the priest would be very much to 
blame. If we could be quite sure that any particular man 
who died was gone to hell, then the Church of England, 
we suppose, would not read the burial service over him. 
But if we cannot know this, it is only charitable to hope for 
the best ; and, it seems in the vast majority of cases, at 
least, impossible that wc should know it. Post-mortem 
examinations of the body may be sometimes needful for 
the good of the survivors ; but how post-mortem exa- 
minations of men's souls could be held before interring their 
bodies, we are at a loss to conceive. 



CIIUKCy VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE. 

TO THK EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN'. 

Carlow, 30th November, 1853. 
Sir — Of all subjects of discussion that man is interested 
in, that of religion is the most momentous, and deserves 
the calmest and sincerest investigation that the mind of 
man is capable of giving to it, in which I know you will 
concur. Now, I beg leave to say that your remarks, or 
rather the answer you gave to my letter on the " Church 
Visible and Invisible," has not .'iatisfied me. The difficulty 
I placed Luther in, or rather the difficulty he placed him- 
self in, reminds you of a famous saying about a famous 
case in the ancient Church — all the world against Atha- 
nasius, and Athanasius against all the world. It was a 
famous case, no doubt ; but the saying was not. It might 
be better put, and with greater truth — *^ All the Arians 
against Athanasius, and Athanasius against all the Arians." 
Yet you cannot find a parallel case between Luther and 
Athanasius, any way you take it. Here you have the 
Council of Nice and Athanasius against Arius, and j\rius 
and his cabals against Athanasius and the Council of Nice. 
You will say, after all, Athanasius was deposed and sent 
into banishment ; very true, but the charges that ciused 
bis deposition were not those of belief as regards the 
Trinity, aa you say, but of crimes that I know you will 
fairly acquit him, as church history tells us be was found 
innocent of all crimes of faith and morals, in the Councils 
of Alexandria, Borne, and SardicA. Yon say that this 
question about Luther is, in fact, no difficulty at all to yon, 
•ad that he was no member of the Church of England or 
Ireland, nor was that Church founded by him, nor consist 
of hi* followers. Now, I confess I cannot understand this 
Matnneat, to opgoatA. to all histary on the matter. Before 



Luther changed his views or opinions he was a member of 
the Church of England and Ireland, inasmuch as he was a 
member of the Catholic Church, and as the Church of 
England and Ireland were a part of that great whole, tbe 
universal Church. We deem those who profess Arianism 
to be the followers of Arius, no matter to what country 
they belong ; and so of England and Ireland. Though 
Luther never put his foot there, you say " your corres- 
pondent will agree with us, that there was a Church in 
England before the Boformation" ; and I ask, wiis it 
Lutheran, as it now is— is it now Catholic, as it then was ? 
You say that that ver}- Chm-ch rejected errors that she for- 
merly held. Were not those the very errors that Luther 
opposed ; and those errors the then universal Church held 
in common, and that the universal Church now holds unani- 
mous — errors, as you call them, but, thank God, those 
errors, falsely so called, have the consent of hundreds of 
millions of human souls— those that are gone before, and 
those that are, which can claim, and justly too, more in- 
tellect, more deep research, more solid piety, amongst them 
than all the world beside. This may appear to many nar- 
row-minded individuals a sweeping assertion ; hue what of 
numbers, you will say, if they are in error. Very uue— 
" to the law and to the testimony." Well, then, let us go 
and see are those so called errors to be f-nmd therein, and 
were they comlemned thereby. Before I go farther I 
think it but fair to remark, if a Scripture text is to be 
found for any article of belief, it ought to stand ; and, to 
be refuted, a stronger and plainer text of Scripture must be 
found to do so ; and if any practice in Church discipline or 
belief, founded on apostolic tradition, for which we have 
Scripture to prove the reasonaldeness thereof, must stand 
until condemned by a warrant of Scripture. Christ's com- 
mission to his apostles will alone establish the infallibility 
of his Church. "All power is given to me in heaven and in 
earth, going therefore teach all nations, teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and 
behold I am with you all days even to the consummation of 
the world" — Matt. 28. 1 will build my Church upon a rock. 
The gates of hell shall not prevail against her. She is the 
pillar and grotxnd of truth. My Holy Spirit will teach 
her all truth for ever. If the above te.xts will not prove 
iiifiillibility, what will they go to prove? what purport were 
they written for ? Their plain, obvious sense proclaims the 
infallibility of God's Church. The Church, the spouse of 
Christ, loved by him, and presented her to himself, without 
spot or wrinkle ; holy, witl:i)ut blemish, as Paul asserts ; 
then, as a natural inference, that Chiu'cb which Christ has 
sanctified with his blessing, in the above words of St. Paul, 
nmst be infallible, otherwise she cannot remain holy and 
without blemish with regard to her teaching. When Paul 
says — tibey yovu' prelates, for they watch, as being to ren- 
der an account for your souls, are wc to slight that injunc- 
tion, by allowing our minds to be driven about by every 
wind of doctrine that private interpretation of Scripture is 
sure to lead us ? Take heed to yourselves, says the same 
Paul, and to your whole flocks, wherein the Holi/ Ghost 
hits placed you bishops, to rule the Church of God. Now, 
if those bishops of God's Church were to lead their flocks 
into the quagmires and morasses of idolatry, by becoming 
the ignis fatuus thereof, would God, in charity's n.nme, sub- 
ject the sheep of his pasture to be led by them ? How arc 
we to know the true interpret.ation of Scripture but by an 
infallible judge ? I will wait to see what Philalethes says 
of Berengarius. 

I am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 

A Roman Catholic. 
Our correspondent, not being satisfied with our answer to 
his last letter, we nmst now try and make it more satis- 
factory. He says we cannot find a parallel case between 
Luther and Athanasius, for, in that case, it was " the 
Council of Nice and Athanasius against Arius, and Alius 
and his cabals against Athanasius and the Council of 
Nice." In this our correspondent seems to think that the 
saying which we quoted — " all the world against Athana- 
sius, and Athanasius against all the world" — was meant to 
apply to the time of the Council of Nice ; but in this he is 
mistaken : it was applied to the state of things which ex- 
isted a quarter of a century later, when the Arians were 
making attempts, which for a time seemed to be wholly 
successful, to make the whole Church Arian. During that 
quarter of a century the Arians had been making every 
effort, and in the year 359, the emperor ordered a general 
council to assemble to settle the question over again : the 
eastern bishops to assemble' at Seleucia, and the western at 
Ariminum. The bishops assembled were, 160 at Seleucia, 
and 400 at Ariminum, 560 in all ; being/o«r«ccn times as 
many as sat in the earlier sessionsof the Council of Trent, 
and nearly three times as many as ever sat together in the 
Council of Trent, The question between the Arians and 
the Council of Nice was, whether Christ be "consubstan- 
tial" with the Father (that is, "of th6 same substance"). 
At both Seleucia and Ariminum, the bishops passed de- 
crees that this word, *' consubstantial," should henceforth 
be left out of the creed of the Catholic Church, thereby 
surrendering what the Arians demanded. 

An^l th'S was not only decreed by the Coimcils but con- 
firmed by the Pope. Pope Liberius, it is true, at first 
refused to agree to it ; but, being sent into banishment, in 
order to obtain his return to Borne, he WTote a letter re- 
nouncing the faith of Atluinasins and the Council of Nice, 
and declarii^g his agreement with the eastern bishops, who 
were notorionsly Arians. Here are the words of his letter 



to the oriental bishops — " I do not defend Athanasius 

when I knew that you had justly condemned him, since It 
was pleasing to God. I afterwards supplied my consent to 
your sentence ; and, in addition, I gave letters to be 
brought to the Emperor Constantius, by our brother 
Fortunatianus, concerning him (Athanasius) by name, 
that is, concerning his condemnation. Therefore, Atha- 
nasius being removed, all your decrees concerning whom 
will be reverenced by me, together with the apostolic see, I 
say that I have peace and unity with all of you, and with 
all the eastern bishops, and tlirough all the provinces."* 

Then it was that Ath.inasius (as well became his name, 
which means "the undying one") stood forth alone in 
defence of the Nicene faith. 

Of this it is that St. Vincent Lirinensis says, " when the 
poison of the Arians had contaminated, not merely a small 
portion, but almost the whole world, so that nearly all 
the Latin bishopst being deceived, partly by force, partly by 
fraud, a sort of darkness fell over the minds of men as to 
what was to be especially followed in circmustances of such 
great confusion ; then whoever was a true lover and 
worshipper of Christ, by preferring the ancient faith to 
the novel perfidy, escaped the defilement of that contagion" 
(Commonitorium, c. 4). 

All this is no " difficulty " to us, for we believe that even 
when a Pope and a General Council of 560 Bishops fell, 
Christ had still a true Church ; but if, as the Roman 
Catholic Bishop Milner says (End of Controversy, 
part II., letter 30), all Roman Catholics agree that a 
General Council, confirmed by the Pope, must be infallible, 
as representing the Universal Church — we do not see how 
Roman Catholics can get over this difficulty. It is cer- 
tainly a greater difficulty to them, than it is to us, to tell 
where the visible Church was when Luther began to teach. 
Does our correspondent get out of this difficulty about 
Athanasius by saying that, though the whole Church, at 
the time in question, was against him, yet he had the 
Chinch of former times in his favour? Well, supposing 
that Luther had stood alone, and that we follow him, we 
should say exactly the same, that we have the Church in 
the time of the Council of Nice on our side. Can that 
defence ever lose its force by lapse of time ? 

But we deny that Luther stood alone, or that we follow 
him, Athanasius, though for a long time he seemed to 
stand alone, as respected public controversy and teaching, 
still had many on his side. So had Luther, To name no 
more, Vatablus, whoso notes on the Bible we shall notice in 
another place, was a cotemporary of Luther, He, like 
many ' others, laboured to restore the religion of the 
Bible. 

But, as we said in our last answer to our correspondent, 
we are no followers of Luther. We agree with him only 
so far as he followed the early Church, and we do not 
foUoiv him at all. Our correspondent says he "cannot 
understand this statement, so opposed to all history on the 
matter," Our correspondent does not tell us what history, 
find we know of none to which it is opposed. But suppose 
it were, we have learned to know that " history " often tells 
lies ; and wo arc free to appeal from " history ' to historical 
fads. Is it a fact that the English Church has followed 
Luther? Were not the corporal presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist, and the use of images, two main questions of the 
Reformation ? and, is it not notorious that from the com- 
mencement of the Reformation up to this day, the English 
Church has wholly differed from Luther on these two 
great points? Luther and his followers, to this day, hold 
the use of images, and the doctrine of consubstantiation, 
which differs but little from transubstantiation, both of 
which the Church of Englaud and Ireland has always 
rejected ever since the Reformation. Will he tell us now 
that wc are followers of Luther ? We tell him that we 
follow the Word of God, and the early Church which 
followed it. We follow Luther not at all ; and we agree 
with him only so far as he also followed that which we 
follow. 

And if our correspondent supposes that Roman Catho- 
lics in England and Ireland are the Church which subsisted 
in England and Ireland before the Reformation, we are 
'.lining to meet liim on that grotmd. Suppose we could go 
hack to England and Ireland as they were in the fifteenth 
century, before the Reformation was established ; suppose 
we could go to any bishop, priest, or member of the 
English and Irish Church in that age, and ask him to show 
us the creeds of his Church, the authorized statement of the 
articles of the Cathohc faith, as held by his Church, what 
would such priest, or bishop, or layman have shown us ? 
He would have handed us " the Apostles' Creed," " the 
Niceiie Cree<l," and " the Athanasian Creed." If we go 
now to any bishop, priest, or layman of the English and 
Irish Church, and ask him the same question, he hands us 
still THE SAME CBEEDS, But, if We go to u Romau 
Catholic, in England or Ireland now, and ask liim to show 



• Egii Athanasium non defendo uW coitnovi anondo Deo 

pliicuit juste vos ilium coiiilemnaase ; mox constnsum ineum com- 
moUavi sententii^vestris; literas aiUisc'iuu supir nnniine ejus, id est, 
de daiiuiatione ipsius, per fratrem iiosrrum Fortunalianum dedi per- 
ferendaa ad imper.itureoi nostrum Cnnstantium. Itaque amotd 
Attianaaio, super quo statuta omnium vestrum a me cum sede apo»* 
tolica suactptenda sunt; dice me cum omnibna vobis et com 
universis epiaei)pis orientatibus seu per unlversaa provinciaa pacem et 
unitatem habere. Lab. and Coss. Gen. Con. vol. 2, col.761, Ed. J»ar. 
1672. 

t The eastern bishops had &tlen into Arianism Jirtt : when tlie 
LaUn or western blshopt fell too— then WM the period of darlui«a 
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ns the creed of his Church, he hands ns the creed of Pope 
Pins IV., which no one ever saw in England or Ireland 
before the Reformation. Which party has the same creed 
as the ancient Church of England and Ireland? The dif- 
ference is this ; one party has rejected the errors which 
prevailed in the Church, preserving its creed ; the other has 
made a new creed, that they may keep to those errors. 

Now, for the infallibility of the Church. We are plain 
men ; and our correspondent, perhaps, is a plain man too ; 
and our readers are, mostly, plain men : we ask our cor- 
respondent to deal with this question in a plain manner. 
We ask him to deal with it as a matter of fact. Has the 
Church of Rome, in /oc(, been always infallible ? Say yes 
or no. If he say " no," what need of further argument? 
If he say "yes ;" we ask was Pope Liberius and his 650 
bishops right? If not, what becomes of the infallibility of 
the Pope and a coimcil ? If they were, what becomes of 
the Catholic fa'th ? We ask him were Pope Nicolas II. 
and 113 bishops, in the Council at Rome, right or wrong 
about the doctrine they imposed on Berengarius ? He re- 
plies that he will wait for the answer of Philalethes : so 
do we:* this is a very fair answer for the present; but 
surely it involves his suspending his judgment nntil he sees 
Philalethes's answer. The proofs of infallibility which he 
gives in the meantime, he speaks of himself, as natural in- 
ferences from Scripture. No such inferences, not no ab- 
stract atjfuments, can stand against acknowledged facts. 
We ask to have infallibility dealt with as a fact. Is it a 
fact that the Church of Borne has been infallible ? 



ON THE SERVICE IN LATIN. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sib — As you are so kind as to answer anything a poor 
man may inquire about, I need not offer any excuse for 
troubling you for the purpose of trying to come by a little 
information. 

Sir, I suppose you know that the .«en ice of our Church 
is carried on in Latin ; and though I could not think it was 
right, yet as your paper says very little about it, I thought 
there was no harm in it in your opinion, or I thought that 
as the rich men and good scholars cotdd, perhaps, make out 
the meaning of the Mass, it would do very well, and that 
it made little difference to poor creatures like its what lan- 
guage it was said in, if we only prayed as well as we could, 
and behaved ourselves till Mass would be over. 

Yet, because I couldn't help thinking that it would be 
plainerin English or Irish, I often asked people who knew 
more than myself about it ; and one man — a middling 
scholar too — told me that our Saviour said the first Mass 
in Latin, at his Last Supper, and that the Church doesn't 
wish to change it, and that if I got the Douay Testament I 
could find it myself. But though I got one since, I could 
never find out about the first Mass, though I found out 
abont the Eucharist, and a good deal among iis t'.iink — 
though I don't give in to it — that it is the holiest language, 
and that the devil, though he knows all other languages, 
can make no hand of the Latin, and for that reason don't 
choose to be losing his time in the chapel. 

Mr. Editor, I found, by reading your paper, that no 
proof could be given from the Fathers of the first 300 years, 
for purgatory, and I thought there may be might be as little 
proof got from them in supportoftheMassbeingsaid in Latin. 
I often wonder to hear the priest saying that many of us 
don't hear Mass as we ought, and that it will be sn much 
the worse for our souls in the other world ; but sure I don't 
think God will be hard on us, for not listening carefully to 
what we can't make out the meaning of I know 'tis very 
little Latin the priest uses when he is asking for his dues, 
or telling us who is the man we should vote for at an elec- 
tion, and yet he don't speak so plain to us at Mass, though 
he threatens our poorsools if we don't hear it right. 

What I want to know, Mr. Editor, is if our Saviour ever 
said a Mass, and in what part of the Douay Testament 1 
could find it, and if he ordered every Mass to be said in 
Latin, or to be said at all. I hope to see something 
about it in your paper shortly, and as you arc so kind as 
to print anything a priest may have to say, I hope some of 
them will give me an answer, and perhaps you will be kind 
enough to give me a small bit of information if the priest 
does not ; but 'tis more to reason that he should explain it. 
I think an honest man ought to give a fair reason for what 
he does — so I hope in some short time to see an answer in 
your paper from a priest.— Your humble servant at com- 
mand, 

Michael O'Maba, «/ lfa<«r/orrf. 

We agree with Mr. O'Mara that it would be very desi- 
rable if some priest would take on him to answer his ques- 
tions, and if any such explanation be sent to us, we shall 
gladly insert it. If not, we shall do the best we can to 
satisfy him ourselves. 



PURGATORY— WHAT IS IT ? 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir — There i« a point connected with the subject of 
Purgatory that I do not remember to have seen brought 
forward in your pages, which yet appearsto me to be of 

• None bas yet reached us up to the very moment of going to 



moment in the controversy. It is this, the Church of Rome 
has not decided ivhat Purgatory is. She says " there is a 
Purgatory," but as to what it is, not one word. She has 
not ventured to decide whether It be a place or a state ; 
accordingly her writers differ from each other, and even at 
times from themselves in their definitions, A few speci- 
mens will suffice. Doj/Ws Catechism. — "Q. What is 
Purgatory ? A. A place or state of punishment." The 
matter here left in doubt by the doctor (" a place or 
state") is ptjsitively settled by him in his Abridgment of 
Christian Doctrine^ p. 115. " Q. How prove you there is 
a Purgatory, or a place of punishment." And, again, 
" therefore there is a pi^ce of purging and pardoning sins 
after this life." 

Butter's Small Catechism (R. and I). Read, Belfast). 
" Q. What is Purgatory ? A. A place of punishment in 
the other life." This doctor's third-size catechism gives 
the answer, " A pl.ace or state of punishment." The 
Touchstone, 45 — "Protestants will have it that there is 
no middle place or state of souls after this life." This 
doubt disappears at the close of the paragraph—" therefore 
it must be a middle place." And in 46 — " Hence follows 
a middle place, which we call Purgatory." 

Keenan's Catechism, p. 146. — " How do you prove that 
there is a Purgatory, or middle state between hell and 
heaven?" The same writer, in his answer to the question, 
" How do you reason on this ?'' says, " therefore, he must 
allude to souls in some other place, which is not heaven, 
or earth, or the hell of the damned; therefore, that place 
exists, and it is that which Catholics call Purgatory.' 

The Grounds of the Catholic Doctrine. — " Q. What do 
you mean by Purgatory ? A. A middle state of souls. 

But as to the particular place where these souls 

suffer, or the quality of the torments which they suffer, the 
CHURCH HAS DECIDED NOTHING." Remembering, no 
doubt, this declaration, the author (Bishop Challoner) says 
iu the course of his attempted proofs, " now this would not 
be true if there was no such thing as Purgatory." He 
was unwilling to use the word place, the only one appli- 
cable, and lie compromised between place and stale, hy 
the word thing. But he is forced to use place farther on. 
" Besides, a middle place is also implied (1 Pet. iii. lb, 
19, 20), where Christ is said by his Spirit to have gone 

and preached to the spirits in prison which prison could 

be no other than Purgatory." A prison being a place, he 
is forced to employ the term here, although " the Church 
has decided nothing about the particular place, or the 
quality of the torments." 

This distinction between p?ace and stale is important ; for 
if it be not decided whether Purgatory be a place or stale, 
what right have Roman Catholics to quote passages of 
Scripture which imply or plainly speak of place, and to 
apply them to Purgatory ? And if any Roman Catholic 
does decide that Purgatory is a place, is he not using his 
private judgment to settle a point which his Church, with 
all her boasted infallibility, has been compelled to leave 
undecided ? 

Other contradictions may be pointed out in the writings 
referred to : — Thus, 1 Peter iii. 19, 20, is quoted by Keenau, 
by the author of TTie Touchstone, and by the author of 
The Grounds, §-e., to prove the existence of Purgatory, 
and of Christ's descent there to preach ; while it is appealed 
to l)y Butter and Doyle (in their catechisms) to prove 
Clirist's descent into Limbo. I must quote from Doyle's 
Catechism a few questions and their answers. 

" Q. Did Christ's sojil descend into the hell of the 
damned ? A. No ; but to a place or state of rest, called 
Limbo. Acts ii. 24, 27 ; Ps. xv. 10. Q. Who were in 
Limbo? A. The souls of the saints who died before 
Christ. Q. Why did Christ feo do\vn into Limbo? A. 
St. Peter says to preach to those spirits that were in prison ; 
that is, to make known to them, in person, the joyful 
tidings of their redemption. \ Pet. iii. 19." 

Now, this same Dr. Doyle, in his Abridgment of Christian 
Doctrine refers to this identical passage to establish the 
dogma that Christ went into Purgatory ; at the same time 
distinguishing between Purgatory and Limbo. A few 
questions, with their answers, from this work also, will be 
necessary. "Q. What means, he descended into hell? A. 
It means that as soon as Christ was dead, his blessed soul 
descended into Limbo, to free the holy fathers who were 
there. Q. How prove you that ? A. Out of Acts ii. 24, 
27; Ps. XV. 10. Q. What other proof have you? A. 
Ephesians, iv. S, 9. Q. Did he not descend to Purgatory 
to free such as were there ? A. It is most probable he did, 
according to the first of St. Peter, iii. 19, 20." 

Here, then, we have writer against writer, and the same 
man against himself, And all against their Church, which 
was unable to decide what Purgatory is. 

TUETA. 



FARMING OPERATIONS FOB DECEMBER. 
(From the Irish Farmers' Gazette.) 

Wheat. — From the very wet and inclement weather 
which has prevailed during the period of wheat sowing, a 
vast breaddi still remains to be sown ; let every opportu- 
nity be, therefore, taken advantage of in depositing the 
seed, for which a good season still remains ; wheat being 
likely to rate much higher for some time than for the past 
few years, and as a sufficient breadth of bread com is and I 
must be a paramount object, every exertion diould now | 



be made to increase it. Land already and for some time 
past under tillage must, of a necessity, be waited for till 
gnfficiently dry for working imder the harrows, as any 
attempt to plough or harrow, while saturated with wet, 
would be highly injurious ; but lea land, when breaking 
up, may be sown in breadths as fast as turned up. It will 
much improve it to use the land-presser, to close and 
consolidate the sods, if it can be had ; but in the event 
of that important implement being wanting, we would 
rather sow immediately after the land is turned up, than 
lose valuable time and fina weather for getting in the seed, 
waiting for the natural closing of the sods at so late a 
period in the season. In such cases we strongly recom- 
mend harrowing roughly, lengthways, before sowing, to 
close the deep fissures ; then sow, and harrow sufficiently 
to cover the seed. Should a drilling-machine be available, 
harrow the land well lengthways, to avoid turning up the 
sods, and drill in the seed across the furrows. In either 
eases the free use of the roller, when the land wil' pcrinit, 
will effect the necessary consolidation of the sin', and in 
the mean time the seed will be vegetating, and so much 
time gained. 

Winter Vetches may also be sown ; but henceforth must 
be cultivated on the ridge and furrow system. 

Root Crops. — Proceed as the weather suits with the 
storage of root crops ; get them in before heavy frost sets 
in, otherwise their keeping qualities will be greatly in- 
jured. Parsnips for table use are much better lif'te<l fresh 
and fresh, as required ; and carrots are greatly improved 
for horse consumption by storage in dry, airy places, and 
exposure to evaporation. 

Early Potatoes. — Continue planting early potatoes in 
dry weather. At this season the ridge and furrow system 
is to be preferred to the drill, from the superior dry bed 
afforded liuring the winter ; a liberal dressing of stable- 
dung and a six-inch cover of earth are requisite to ensure 
success and afford protection from frost. 

Ploughing should be proceeded witli vigorously when 
the weather and land are dry enough, so that all stubble 
and lea land may be turned up before the commencement 
of the new year. 

Water Meadows. — ^Remove obstructions from dead leaves, 
deposits of silt, or other matters from the feeding and dis- 
charging drains as often as they occur, so that the water 
may flow regularly and evenly, and correct the levels 
wherever faulty, which are easily discovered when the 
water has been running for a few days and the land be- 
comes in some degree saturated. If seiere frost comes on, 
the water must bo still kept running, to prote<rt the springing 
grass from its destructive effects ; but when the weather 
continues mild and open, the course of the water may be 
changed twice a week, if the supply is not sufficient to 
cover tlio wliolo Iireadth at once ; but if the supply be suf- 
ficient, it may remain on till a scum arises, which indi- 
cates that the land is sufficiently saturated, when the 
water shovdd be drawn off, and returned again when suf- 
ficiently drained off. 

Fences. — This is a suitable time to form and plant new 
fences, and repair and lay old ones. Dig and clean about 
young hedges, removing the roots of docks, couch, and all 
perennial weeds. The application of manure will -.veil 
repay the cost in the increased vigour and early efficacy of 
the fences. 

Elves and Lambs should be changed to fresh pastures, as 
often as necessary, to maintain them well, after which they 
should have a very moderate supply of roots, and free ac- 
cess to good hay, with a dry lair and shelter. 

Stall-feeding. — The animals in the stalls should now be 
so accustomed to their quarters as to be on full keep ; par- 
ticular attention to cleanliness, ventilation, and regularity 
in feeding hours, with free and undisturbed rest, will bring 
them on rapidly. 

Milch Cows should henceforth be kept in, except abont 
an hour in the middle of the day, bnt not more, when 
the weather is fine and dry, for exercise. To enable 
them to secrete milk iu anything like remunerative quan ti ty, 
their food should be cooked, aod given with the chill off 
it (but not up to blood heat), and good hay. "Those far 
advanced in calf should be permitted to go dry. 

Young and Store Stock should be henceforth well at- 
tended to ; a moderate supply of roots, with a little oil- 
cake and sweet hay, and fresh straw, will keep them pro- 
gressing, provided they have good sheher from frost and 
rain. 

Pigs. — As those formerly put up to fatten get matured, 
they should be sold off, and their ranks filled up from tlie 
best of the stores, and such breeding sows as have reared 
their third litter. This will be a good time to send sows 
to the brawn. 

Farm Horses, when not at the plough, may be profita- 
bly kept at carting lime from the kiln and marl from the 
pits to the field, where requisite, manure to the fields, and 
grain, as it is ready, to the market, lime, bog-stuff, sea or 
pit sand, &c., to the compost heaps, and in the repa'ir of 
roads. 

Odds and ends. — Keep the main drains and water 
courses free of obstruction, turn over composts, and col- 
lect materials for new ones, incorporate manures, repair 
roads and gates, cleanse, repair, and paint all implements 
not in general use, and store them under cover ; thrash 
com regularly to keep up a fresh supply of straw for the 
cattle ; repair the roofs of offices, that the interior may be 
kept dry and warm, and make constant war with reimis. 



